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[’'m happy to announce that on November 1, 2014, we have officially kicked off the Ninth District Life Membership
Program! The program was approved at the 77" Ninth District Meeting in Oklahoma City, OK in April 2014. Since that
time, committee members have participated in many productive meetings to further develop the program. As a result we
are already in the 1% phase of the program’s implementation.

PHASE 1

* The current fee for the Ninth District Life Membership is 20 * Ninth District Life Membership Status will be effective begin-
times the Current Annual Dues, which totals $1,000.00. ning Nov. 1, 2015, which means you are still required to pay your

annual Fiscal Year 2014 — i istri
« A single payment of $1,000 or two (2) payments of $500 each annual Fiscal Year 2014 — 2015 Ninth District Dues

within 6 months are now being accepted via Ninth District Life * Heritage Hundred commitments have been available for several
Membership link on the Ninth District Website (www.might- months and will not be accepted after October 31, 2014,
yninth.com).

PHASE 11

* Heritage Hundred designations will be honored if paid in full by May
1,2015.

* Ninth District Life Membership Status will be effective beginning
Nov. 1, 2015.

* Beginning with Fiscal Year 2015 — 2016, Ninth District Life
Members will be exempt from all future annual Ninth District dues.

The following items will be provided to Ninth District Life Members
will be distributed by July 1, 2015.

» Life Members will receive a Ninth District Life Membership Plaque.

* Life Members will receive a metallic Ninth District Life Membership
Card.

* Heritage Hundred Members will receive a special designation on their

Life Membership Plaque and Card.

* Life Members will also be able to :
purchase an optional Ninth District [, B | This is to Cortify That Brothar
Life Membership Lapel Pin. E Lo =4 W DR ERNESTEVERETIIUSE

: | IS A LIFE MEMBER OF THE




VIESSAGE FROM THE DR
Brothers of the Mighty Ninth District, Spl‘ing 20 1 5

Welcome to Dallas, TX, the site of the 78th Ninth

District Meeting and to the District Meeting Edition DISTRICT OFFICERS
of The Source. As we convene our regional confer-
ence, [ want to take this opportunity to share some DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE
reflections and thank you for the last three years. Bro. Ernest Parquet
The primary objective of my three years as your 1ST VICE DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE
23rd Ninth District Representative was to take us Bro. Kenneth Terrell, Ph. D
back to some basic foundational elements in an ef-

rt to reconnect us with the fraternity on a level that would sustain us for the long 2ND VICE DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE

'‘m. Whether it was our basic training covered in our annual Summer School Ses-
»ns with Omega 101-103 or our Rededication or our Pledge to Make Omega Better
our New Day In The N.mth or our ReclamaFlon 1000: Birth Chapter Pride, it was KEEPER OF RECORDS & SEAL
intended to make us think about our commitment to Omega.

Bro. Robert Terry

Bro. Van Newborn

s I conclude my final term as your Ninth District Repre‘sentatwe, [ would like to KEEPER OF FINANCE
thank you for your for all of the support you have provided me and 2) encourage

_ ) Bro. Matthew Crum
u to rededicate yourselves to Live Omega. P

y ’ - s . DISTRICT COUNSELOR

1joy this edition of The Source and let’s commit ourselves to fully support the next Bro. Rodnev A B E

nth District Representative and his administration. T, SO0NEY 2 DR, Lo
DISTRICT CHAPLAIN

& W Bro. Erick Powers

PUBLIC RELATIONS

‘0. Emest E. Parquet Bro. Avery Matthews

" Ninth District Representative
DISTRICT MARSHAL

Bro. Rodney Johnson

IMMEDIATE PAST DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE
Bro. Shawn Brewer

THE SOURCE INQUIRIES
Comments directed at the Ninth District
not pertaining to Source Newsletter should
be emailed to 9thdistrictpr@oppf.org or by
visiting the “Contact Us” page at
www.mightyninth.com

Arkansas
The Domino Effect
Louisiana

Baby Steps
FOLLOW THE 9™

Oklahoma

mightyninthdistrict mighty9th

Omega Chapter mighty9th mighty9th
Omega4life-G.E. Program E




“SENIOR OF SIGNIFICANCE”

by Bro. Paul D. Adams, Ph.D.

Fayetteville, AR

At a January 30, 2015 ceremony and reception, held at

the Janelle Y. Hembree Alumni House on the campus of
the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville (UAF), Brother
Cameron Boyland, Basileus of the Gamma Eta chapter at
the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, was recognized
as a “Senior of Significance”. This distinction has been
bestowed upon selected outstanding students, among other
recognition mechanisms for outstanding graduating seniors
at UAF for the past 50 years by the UAF Alumni Associa-
tion. A total of 71 “Seniors of Significance” for the class of
2015, in honor of the year 1871, the founding year of the
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, were selected from a
nomination pool of over 420 students. The awardees were
selected based on academic excellence, demonstrated lead-
ership, and significant campus or community involvement.
The university press release of this announcement from
the Alumni Association committee stated, “ We truly feel
the selected students represent the very best of the Class of
2015.”

On Monday December 22,
2014, Omicron Lambda
Lambda Graduate Chapter

of the Omega Psi Phi Fra-
ternity, Inc. provided food
baskets for families in Pulaski
County. Families were pulled
from local community based

Brother Boyland is a senior Business Management ma-
jor and Marketing minor at UAF. He aspires to become

an influential business leader, business owner, and en-
trepreneur. He hopes that his education will help him to
develop a business that will be effective in contributing

to the advancement of our global economy as well as the
African-American community. Brother Boyland’s personal
goal is to “help create a better society with better academic
settings that can be born from my career achievements”.

OLL SOCIAL ACTION
PROJECT

by Bro. Terence Pippins

programs.

30 families were provided a
food box that included a hen
and all the trimmings. Broth-
ers of the chapter provided the
financing and their time to make
this project a complete success.

40 YEARS OF SERVICE IN OMEGA

by Bro. Terrence Sesley

West Memphis, AR

This year has been a long anticipated moment for the Xi
Rho Chapter’s Basileus Brother Tandy Anthony and Vice
Basileus Brother Oscar Young. They both received their
40 Years of Service accolade at the 79th Grand Conclave.
This is an ultimate achievement for any Brother walking
in the light of Omega. Basileus Tandy Anthony entered
the fold at the Xi Rho Chapter in 1974 in West Memphis,
AR where has dedicated himself to live nobly and unself-
ishly as he has served diligently. He has been a pillar in
his community of West Memphis and the surrounding
areas. Throughout his years of service, Basileus Anthony




has upheld the standards in his home by exemplifying the
leadership qualities as an Omega Man. Brother Basi-
leus instills values of leadership in every Brother that he
meets.

Vice Basileus Oscar Young entered the fold at the Al-

pha Zeta Chapter in 1974 at Arkansas State University.
Brother Young has been a model Brother as he has men-
tored many young men to steer far away those things that
may harm them. He has been very punctual with the task
of the Annual Achievement Banquet which recognizes
those who serve their communities. The past banquets
have been a success due to the compassion and drive that
Brother Young has towards his duties. Brother Young has

been an example to the younger Brothers in the chapter
as to what married life and commitment is all about.

It is always an honor for any Brother to receive the Forty
Year recognition but to do it along side one another as
Basileus and Vice Basileus speaks high volume. The
Brothers were in great company in receiving their ac-
colades in the presence of the past Grand Basileus Dr.
Andrew Ray and the current Grand Basileus Brother
Antonio F Knox, Sr. The Brothers of Xi Rho would like
to congratulate all of the Brothers that received their 40
year recognition and may they continue to serve as true
Omega Men. We would also like to extend well wishes to
both Grand Basileus in their endeavors.

— Innovative Astronaut
In 1978, McNair was selected as one of 35 applicants from a pool of 10,000 for
the NASA astronaut program. He flew aboard the space shuttle Challenger in

February 1984, as a mission specialist becoming the second African American
to fly in space. In 1986, McNair lost his life when the aircraft disintegrated 73
seconds after liftoff as the world watched.

GAMMA ETA BROTHERS EXUDE THE
2"° CARDINAL PRINCIPLE

by Bro. Paul D. Adams, Ph.D.

Picture Caption: (From Right to Left): Bro. Dexter Payne, Bro. Anvon Fer-
guson, Bro. Andre Brewer, Bro. Cameron Boyland (Missing from Picture:
Bro. Philip Bankston, Bro. Christopher Graham)

Fayetteville, AR

Each semester at the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville
(UAF), the office of Greek Life, an entity of the Division
of Student Affairs at the University, calculates and publi-
cizes the overall semester Grade Point Averages (GPA),
as well as rank of Greek letter organizations based on
their affiliations on a semester basis. At UAF, 7 of the
“Divine 9” NPHC organizations are active, inclusive of:
Alpha Phi Alpha, Alpha Kappa Alpha, Kappa Alpha Psi,
Omega Psi Phi, Delta Sigma Theta, Phi Beta Sigma, and
Zeta Phi Beta. For the Fall 2014 semester, the brothers
of the Gamma Eta Chapter of Omega had the highest
semester GPA among all NPHC organizations on campus.
As these GPA calculations are important for consider-
ation of University-related NPHC appointments, as well
as individual chapter office designations, the Gamma Eta
brothers’ representation of “Scholarship™ has put them in
prime position to not only proliferate the ideals of Omega
at UAF, but also to possibly be considered for leader-
ship positions within the Greek system at UAF moving
forward.




DELTA SIGMA THETA MENTORING PROGRAM

by Bro. Terence Pippins

Little Rock, AR

Omicron Lambda Lambda Brother Ray Sturgis accepted
the call to serve with members of Little Rock Alumnae
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., on Sunday,
December 14, 2014 for their Professional Development
event. This event was part of a mentoring program for
approximately 30 African-American high school senior
males. The scheduled master of ceremony had a medical
emergency and was not able to attend. Brother Sturgis ac-
cepted the call, and served as master of ceremony for the
event. “T was happy to step in and assist another chap-
ter of the Divine Nine in their own community service
activity,” Brother Sturgis said. As a member of Omicron
Lambda Lambda, Brother Sturgis continued the tradition
of chapter brothers working with the Professional Devel-

opment event. In 2013, OLL Basileus James O. Williams
served on a panel discussion on the issue of leadership.

OMICRON LAMBDA LAMBDA FOOD BASKETS

by Bro. Terence Pippins

programs.

Little Rock, AR

Omicron Lambda Lambda Gradu-
ate Chapter of the Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity, Inc. provided food
baskets for families in Pulaski
County. Families were pulled
from local community based

30 families were provided a food
box that included a hen and all the
trimmings. Brothers of the chapter
provided the financing and their
time to make this project a com-
plete success.

“IN THE SPIRIT OF FOUNDERS JUST & COOPER:
MENTOR / MENTEE...BROTHERS...FRIENDS”

by Bro. Paul D. Adams, Ph.D.

Undergraduate Brother Spends Summer in Research Labo-
ratory Being Mentored by Graduate Brother

“...The friends discussed the matter many times, and as
a result concluded that they should have some guidance.
Brother Cooper at once suggested Professor Just, who
seemed to him to have a keen appreciation for the prob-
lems of youth. The next day after class was out, while
working in the laboratory, Cooper discussed the matter
with the young professor, who readily consented to serve
as an advisor.”

- From the History of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
A Brotherhood of Negro College Men: 1911-1939

Bro. Herman Dreer




VI VIdy ZU, ZU14, Brower Michael 1homas ot St. Augus-
tine’s University (5-Spr. *13-Kappa Epsilon) began the
Summer Research Experience for Undergraduates (REU)
Program in the Department of Chemistry and Biochem-
istry at the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville (UAF).
This 10-week program, sponsored through a grant from
the National Science Foundation (NSF) (www.nsf.gov) to
UAF, had participants representing eight states, and one
foreign country. Brother
Thomas selected to
study protein biochem-
istry in the laboratory

of Brother Dr. Paul D.
Adams (5-Spr. "89-Theta
Kappa; Louisiana State
University) (Presently

a member of Upsilon
Chi Graduate Chapter

in Northwest Arkansas),
Associate Professor of
Chemistry and Biochemistry, and Cellular and Molecular
Biology at UAF, who “readily consented” to serve as his
faculty mentor for the summer program. Brothers Adams
and Thomas originally began discussions on the possibility
of Thomas coming to study in his laboratory in the sum-
mer of 2013 while networking at the 2013 International
Leadership Conference in Kansas City, MO. Upon starting
the research experience in the laboratory in 2014, the two
worked together to get Brother Thomas started understand-
ing the techniques in the Adams laboratory necessary for
optimizing the purification of a Ras (Rat Sarcoma)-related
protein from Escherichia coli cells so that it could undergo
biochemical and biophysical study, fields in which Brother
Adams has expertise in. In addition to his daily research

activities with Brother Dr. Adams, the REU program of-
fered exciting opportunities for Brother Thomas such as
weekly group meetings, and dinner/dialogues that covered
topics on research, ethics, interviewing skills, and busi-
ness dinner etiquette. Off-campus trips included travel to
Devils Den State Park in Northwest Arkansas and a visit
to Futurefuels, a company that develops, manufactures
and markets chemicals and biofuels based in Batesville,
AR. At the conclusion of
the program, there was

a student poster “Sym-
posium in Miniature”
where Brother Thomas
presented the results of
his research with Brother
Dr. Adams, followed by
a luncheon for all student
researchers and mentors.
At St. Augustine’s Uni-
versity, Brother Thomas
currently serves as President to the Student Government
Association. He is also the Immediate Past Basileus of the
Kappa Epsilon Chapter. Brother Dr. Adams serves as 9th
District Advisor Overseer for the State of Arkansas, and
as Co-Chairman of the International UG Chapter Advisors
Committee for the fraternity.

What started off as casual conversation among an under-
graduate and graduate brother a year before developed into
a subsequent summer experience that neither brother is
likely to ever forget because, through Manhood, Scholar-
ship, Perseverance, and Uplift, a “Lasting Bond” was cre-
ated between a Mentor and Mentee...Brothers...Friends.

OMICRON LAMBDA LAMBDA 2014

ACHIEVEMENT WEEK

by Bro. Terence Pippins

Little Rock, AR

Members of Omicron Lambda Lambda delivered two $1,000 scholarships to
Infiniti Williams and Cambria Onick. Infiniti is a senior at Central Arkansas
Christian High School. Infiniti earned one of two scholarships awarded during
the chapter’s 2014 Achievement Week Celebration. Infiniti is congratulated by
(picture L to R) Brother Neal Sharkey I1I, and Brother Ray Sturgis.

Cambria, a senior at Sylvan Hills High School. Cambria also earned one of two
scholarships awarded during the chapter’s 2014 Achievement Week Celebration.
Cambria is congratulated by (picture L to R) High School Principal, Tracy Allen,

Brother Neal Sharkey III, and Brother Ray Sturgis.




BROTHER HAS AWARD

by Bro. Paul D. Adams, Ph.D.

Fayetteville, AR

In July of 2014, the Black Alumni Association at the
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville announced their An-
nual Awards Celebration to be held in April of 2015. One
of the awards to be presented has been named in honor of
Brother Dr. Lonnie R. Williams, currently Associate Vice
Chancellor for Student Affairs at Arkansas State Univer-
Sity.

The Dr. Lonnie R. Williams Lifetime Achievement Award
will be bestowed upon a deserving alumna/alumnus of the
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville who has made signifi-
cant lifetime achievements in their personal, professional
and community service. This is yet another culminating,
yet humbling moment for Brother Williams, who, through-
out his career in higher education, has made significant
contributions to his community, state and nation. Prior to
moving to Arkansas State University, his service to the
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville included board of
directors’ positions for the Arkansas Alumni Association
and the Black Alumni Society. In addition, he served on
the Chancellor’s Diversity Task Force, as well as the Mul-
ticultural Center Creation committee, the Silas H. Hunt
Hall Dedication committee, and many other advising and
governing bodies focused on improving collegiate experi-
ence for minority students. Brother Williams has also been
lauded for his work in fighting for equality of educational
opportunities for students and education of employees of
color and those who are impoverished. Brother Williams’
exemplary work in recruiting minorities has also been
recognized across the state and nation. One of the hall-
marks of his expertise has been his implementation of new
programs that promote student success.

NANMED IN HIS HUNUR

Brother Dr. Williams was initiated into Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity, Inc. through the Gamma Eta Chapter at the
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville in 1974. He is cur-
rently a member of the Upsilon Chi Chapter of Omega in
Northwest Arkansas and serves as Chapter Editor to the
Oracle. He also serves Omega as State Representative-
North, Arkansas. Congratulations to Brother Williams on
a monumental honor of having the Dr. Lonnie R. Wil-
liams Lifetime Achievement Award named in his honor by
the Black Alumni Society of the University of Arkansas,
Fayetteville.

- Excerpts from Ms. Danielle Strickland, Manager, Ad-
vancement Communications, the Office of University
Relations, Arkansas State University, found at: (hrep://
asunews.astate.edu/SilasHuntAwardWilliams09. htm.)

“Using CASH will insure that you
will never go into DEBT”

BIG BROTHER
& BIG SISTERS
ROAST

by Bro. Major Banks, Jr

Brothers of Pi Omicron chapter attending the
Big Brother & Big Sisters roast of former Ar-
kansas Razorback coach Nolan Richardson.

by Dave Ramsey




e DOMINO EFFECT

OF STUDENT LOANS

When you were a kid, did you ever take the time to lay
out a string of dominos, only to have one topple over
before you were ready? All that work for nothing, and
you were ready to scream.

That’s a taste of the frustration that student loans can
bring into your life. And much like those dominos,

a school loan can knock stuft over in your life—and
you’ll be left to pick up the pieces.

Here’s a quick breakdown...

The average student loan debt for bachelor’s degrees
in America has increased from $15,073 in 1993 to
$27,547 in 2011. The approximate amount of outstand-
ing student loan debt is $1.1 trillion, and one in eight
borrowers owes 50 grand or more. If you have trouble
finding a job after graduating (and 13.3% of newbies
are), Sallie Mae will still want to be paid. She’s harder
to get rid of than Glenn Close in Fatal Attraction.

Those numbers are just the surface though. Let’s

go deeper. When you have a student loan payment,

whatever you are paying is money that can’t work for

you. It can hinder your ability to buy a house or start a

small busi-
ness. You

may

by Dave Ramsey

even feel queasy about getting married or having kids.
It stops you or slows you, and there is too much op-
portunity in life to be held back like that.

What good is it to graduate from school and take a
$35,000 job if you’re $25,000 in the hole from the get-
go? It could very well take you 10 years to pay it back,
and by the time that happens, a decade of your life has
passed.

To put it another way...

Let’s say you have a student loan payment of $350 a
month. If you graduate at 22 and spend 10 years pay-
ing the loan off, you can finally start investing that
payment at 32. If you then invest that $350 per month
until age 65, you’ll end up with $1.6 million at 12%
growth. Not bad, but far short of the $5 million you
would have had if you'd avoided debt and invested
that $350 a month starting at age 22. That student loan
cost you more than $3.4 million.

The sooner you get yourself out of debt (and student
loans are often the biggest part of that), the sooner
your situation gets better. You stop forking over inter-
est, you get a big payment out of your life, and you
have more money with which to save for emergencies
and retirement, have fun, and give to those who are
truly in need. Sallie Mae goes from being on your back
to out the door.

And when that happens, the dominos really
start falling your way.

Source: \\‘\\‘\\'.dn\'crmnscycom




OMEGA FRATERNITY DISTRIBUTES BOOKS 10
STUDENTS TO PROMOTE READING PROGRAM

by Bro. Terrence Marshall

Baton Rouge, LA

The Lambda Alpha Chapter of the Omega Psl Phi Frater-
nity, Inc. has partnered with the Reading is Fundamental
(RIF) program to provide books to underserved children in
in grades K-5 at seven local schools.

RIF began over forty years ago when a teacher brought a
few used books to four boys she was tutoring. She didn’t
know her simple act of kindness would start a reading
revolution. She discovered those children as well as others
never knew the excitement of owning a brand new book
because they did not have the resources to get one. And
she knew it was time to act.

The schools whose students will receive over 3,000 books
from the fraternity are Progress, J. K. Haynes, Howell

Park, Capitol, Bucannon, Cohn, and Port Allen Elemen-
tary Schools. RIF major sponsors include Dollar General,
Macys, America’s Charities, Nestles, and McDonalds.

Lambda Alpha’s Book Distribution Committee is chaired
by Dr. Claude Tellis. The committee members include
Bros. John McGee, Harrell Brandon, Huston Williams,
Calvin Beal, Willie McCorkle, and Terrence Marshall.
Participating in Social Action Programs is one of the man-
dates set by the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. This Assault on
[lliteracy program is designed to uplift and inspire young
children to read, and motivate them to become lifelong
readers.

Omega Ps1 Phi members pose with Allison Major, Librarian at Howell Park
Elementary following their “Reading is Fundamental™ book distribution at the
school. Pictured (l-r) are Willie McCorkle, Calvin Beal, Huston Williams, Claude
Tellis, Major, Harrell Brandon, John McGee, and Terrence Marshall.

MU LAMBDA / MU TAU ULM
PRESIDENT’S DAY CLEANUP

by Bro. Skylar Brown

Monroe, LA
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. Mu Tau/

The event was spearheaded by the Mu

Omega Psi Phi members Harrell Brandon, Willie McCorkle, John McGee, and
Huston Williams present books to students at Howell Park Elementary during the
Fraternity’s “Reading is Fundamental” book distribution. The Omegas has distri-
butions scheduled for six other schools in the area. and will distribute over 3000
books to provide uplift to the students and inspire them to read,

Mu Lambda Chapter in Monroe and Alcus
Publishing Co. are once again hosting a
benefit. ULM Omega Psi Phi Fraternity
member Kealean Rocket prepare to pick
up a Coca-Cola can on Bon Aire Drive on
Monday during the President’s Day Clean-
up. The city of Monroe teamed up with a
group of ULM students to participate in a
President’s Day Cleanup, a warm-up event
for the 2011 Great American Cleanup.

Lambda Chapter of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity. The faternity was joined in the
effort by the Student Government Asso-
ciation, Campus Activities and the other
Fraternities and Sororities making up the
National Pan-Hellenic Council. Partici-
pants began at Fant-Ewing Coliseum and
proceed north up Bon Aire Drive to Old
Sterlington Road. The City of Monroe
assisted with materials and supplies for
the cleanup.




SLUHAVUL SUFFLY URIVE AND APPRECIATION

by Bro. Herb Guillory

Monroe, LA

On August 9th, Mu Tau Chapter provided 100 bags of
school supplies to young students that were beginning a
new year of continuing education. The personalized bags
consisted of all basic school supply needs, along with
vouchers for young men to get haircuts and young ladies
to get wash/roll sets. Monroe City Schools Superintendent
Brent Vidrine attended in support of the event.

The Monroe brothers ended the evening with the Mu Tau
Appreciation. The chapter invited the community to food,
fun, and music to show appreciation for their efforts in

supporting Mu Tau’s fund-raisers and community outreach
events.

LAMBDA ALPHA BROTHER DR. CLAUDE

TELLIS RETIRES

by Bro. Terrence Marshall

Baton Rouge, LA

After an illustrious career in the field of medicine, Dr.
Claude J. Tellis of Baton Rouge, La. has called it a day.
Dr. Tellis graduated from Southern University Labora-
tory School in Baton Rouge in 1962 as Valedictorian and
President of the student council in high school. He then
enrolled in Michigan State University where he pledged
Sigma Chapter of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. in
1964. He graduated from MSU in 1966 with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Chemistry, as well as being a Distinguished
Military Graduate. In 1966, Tellis entered Louisiana State
University Medical School as the first African- American
medical student. He became the first African- American

to graduate from LSU Medical School in 1970, where he
received the Bick Award, which is awarded to the most
outstanding student in Psychiatry.

Tellis was accepted as an intern at Walter Reed Army
Medical Center in Washington, DC, and served on active
duty during that time. After receiving training in several
medical fields and passing several state board examina-
tions during the next few years, he held various positions
within the ranks, became Chief of the Pulmonary Depart-
ment until he retired from the US Army in 1989. He was
promoted to full Colonel during this time, and received the
Legion of Merit Award.

After he retired from the Army, Dr. Tellis returned to
Baton Rouge. He came to Ochner Clinic as the Head of the
Pulmonary Department, a position he held until he retired
in December 2013. In 2007 he was named Physician of
the Year of the Baton Rouge Region of Ochner Clinic. He

linked with Lambda Alpha Chapter in 1990, where he has
since served the chapter well in various positions. He was
twice named “Omega Man of the Year” by Lambda Alpha
Chapter, and serves on numerous medical, civic, social,
and church boards.

Dr. Tellis is married to the former Evelyn Robinson, and
is the father of two children, Natalie and Claude, Jr. He is
a member of Camphor United Methodist Church in Baton
Rouge. His hobbies are reading, jogging, tennis, and pho-
tography.

We, the members of Lambda Alpha Chapter of Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity, Inc. salute our Brother Dr. Claude J. Tellis
on his retirement.




OMEGA PSI PHI AWARDS SUHULAKDHIFD 1V
LOCAL GRADUATES

by Bro. Terrence Marshall

To help further their education, three recent high school the importance of the intellect in all matters pertaining
graduates were awarded scholarships from the Lambda to the advancement of humankind. As such, they made
Alpha Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. The Lambda scholarship the foremost of the Fraternity’s four Cardi-
Alpha Scholarship Committee selected three local high nal Principles: Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, and
school graduates to receive scholarships from the Frater- Uplift. Scholarship is an integral and deep-rooted initiative

nity. They are: Tiara Johnson of Baton Rouge High; Yoseff  of the fraternity. Members of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity

Banks and Kenneth Terry 11, both graduates of McKinley are dedicated to scholarship, and seek to identify future

High School leaders of society, foster scholastic achievement, and assist
students achieve their educational goals by:

The Founders of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. recognized

1. Increasing awareness of and the 3. Encouraging Chapters to reward high
importance of scholarship. academic attainment by providing
scholarship aid to students.

2. Encouraging high academic
attainment. 4. To encourage meaningful and creative
productivity among all people without
regard to race, creed, or sex.

Any graduating senior is eligible to ship Committee were Terance Vessel,

apply for a scholarship from Lambda  John Glenn, Robert Signater, Fredrick  picured (seated L-R)-Kenneth Terry II, Tiara John-
Alpha Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Thomas, and Dominique Richard. son, Yoseff Banks StandingL-R)-Terance Vessel, John
Fraternity. Serving on the Scholar- Glenn, Robert Signater, Fredrick Thomas, Dominique

Richard.

Daddy Daughter Dance 2015

by Bro. Herbert Guillory

Monroe, LA

The Brothers of Mu Tau Chapter continued their FatherHood Initiative
as they hosted their 4th Annual Daddy Daughter Dance. Fathers, Father
figures and mentors gave their princesses a “night to remember” as these
lovely ladies danced their way into a night of elegance and fun!

RHO OMEGA CELEBRATES FOUNDERS DAY/
WEEK 2014

by Bro. Dr. Marlon D. Henderson

Shreveport, LA Armington), serving dinner at
The Rho Omega Chapter of  the Shreveport-Bossier Rescue
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Mission, a clothing drive

Incorporated in Shreveport,  (with donations being made
Louisiana recently observed  to the Caddo Community
Founders Day/Week 2014. Action Agency —Eddie Jones
Highlights from Rho Ome- and David Raines branches),
ga’s Founders Week celebra-  a family night, attending the
tion included: an Achieve- Highland Jazz and Blues Festi-
ment Week Program at the val (featuring Kermit Ruffins),
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church  and Monday Night Football
(Pastor-elect, Dr. Henry L. fellowship.




The following Achievement
Week Awards were presented:

Omega Man of the Year — Bro.

Lawrence Anderson, Omega
Citizen of the Year — Bro. Kir-
by Dawson, Omega Unsung
Hero — Bro. Phillip Williams,

Superior Service Award — Bro.

Kenneth Thomas, Founders
Award — Dr. Marlon Hender-
son. The winner of the High

School Essay contest was
Caddo Parish Magnet High
School Senior & Top Ladies
of Distinction Beautillion
Participant, Isaac McFar-
land. The winning essay
entitled “Vote or Die” will
now be entered into the
Ninth District Omega Essay

Competition.

PHI IOTA IOTA HONORS THE LEGACY OF MLK

by Bro. Derron Cook

LaPlace, LA

The brothers of Phi lota lota,
have exercised our right to
assemble as we honored the
legacy of Dr. King. Again, we
have proven that the cardinal
principals of Omega is our way
of living and serving in the
River Parishes.

This year we had the privilege
of presenting the citizen of the
year award to Pastor Forel Ber-
ing, MLK walk organizer, for
his commitment to keeping the
dream alive in the River Par-
ishes. In addition, the brothers
honored Dr. King as well as

other brother of our great frater-
nity, through signage, that stand
tall in the face of adversity to
protect the civil rights of minor-
ity citizens, past and present.

Joining us this year were media
and students from East St John
High School. Just by being in
their presence, the students
were excited to interact and
take in our friendship. This is
the pathway to mentorship.

Thanks brothers for your
continued work through and in
Omega. May we continue to
build and lift as we climb.



PHI IOTA IOTA ANNUAL TOY
AND FOOD GIVEAWAY

by Bro. Derron Cook

LaPlace, LA

I would like to express gratitude
to all brothers that participated in
our annual toy and food giveaway.
Despite our unusual budgeting
situation, we were able to bless
families with the joy of the season
through service and unselfish
living. This year we gave out
fourteen turkeys and an estimated
$700 dollars in toys and bikes,

all through individual and corpo-
rate donations. Special thanks to
brother Ron Tassin’s company for
its $200 donation.

Also in the spirit of giving, Phi
lota lota partnered with Motion-
phics Studios to offer photos
with Santa, free of charge, at a
local Toys 4 Tots. An estimated
400 children were in attendance
and more than 1000 toys were
given. Again brothers thanks for
your generosity.

LAMBDA ALPHA CELEBRATES 78™
ANNIVERSARY WITH RECLAMATION EVENT

by Bro. Terrence Marshall

Baton Rouge, LA

On May 26, 2014, the Lambda Alpha Chapter of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity celebrated it’s 78th an-
niversary at the fraternity house in Baton Rouge,
La. The brothers also used the event to hold a
Reclamation and Retention Day, an initiative

to retain active brothers and attempt to return
inactive brothers to full participatory status in
Omega.

It was during the Great Depression that six
young men felt the need for fraternization. They
had heard of an organization whose motto was
“Friendship is Essential to the Soul.” Through
the Lampados Club, the initiates learned about
the fraternity and its four cardinal principals of

Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, and Up-
lift. On Friday, May 8, 1936 these young men
received the charter, and the Lambda Alpha
Chapter of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.
was born.

Many current and inactive brothers came out
to celebrate the day. The brothers enjoyed a
day of food and fellowship. They played horse-
shoes, tossed the football and softball around,
and swapped tales about what they have done
in Omega. It is hoped that inactive brothers
will return to the folds of Omega and enjoy all
the benefits the fraternity has to offer.




